public scholarship
on religion

SACRED
WRITES

a Henry Luce Foundation-funded project
hosted by Northeastern University

2022 | JUNE CURATED BY DR. MEGAN GOODWIN




"

b

OLARSHIBESYLLABUS

WHAT IS PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP?

Public scholarship is a challenge: communicating complex ideas quickly and clearly
without sacrificing nuance. Public scholars who do this work well make it look easy,
but it takes a lot of skill, a lot of practice, and a lot of patience. Sacred Writes
teaches academics to hone their public communication skills, especially when
addressing complicated issues like religion. Our trainings help you make the most of
those 700 words in your local newspaper, the three minutes you get with a policy
maker, the 30 second sound bite on a television interview, or that 20 minute
podcast appearance -- preparing you to be as clear and as effective as you can.

WHY PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP?

Because smart, accessible work on religion creates a more literate, curious, and
engaged public, one that better understands how religion shapes the world around
them (even if they're not religious themselves). Because public scholarship can
promote equity and justice. Because it can expand your audience and impact.
Because it can connect you with new conversation parters. Because religion matters,
and sharing your work with the public can help more people understand why.
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WHY GO PUBLIC?

How, where, and why scholars make their work more accessible
From Sacred Writes

* Goodwin and Bucar, "Public Scholarship as a Feminist Project,"
Women in Higher Education (4 October 2021)

e Goodwin and Bucar, "Training Scholars from a Social Distance,"
National Teaching & Learning Forum 31.1 (December 2021)

* Goodwin, “Challenges and Responsibilities for the Public
Scholar of Religion,” Religious Studies Project (25 March 2019)

Further Reading
e Bond, "Vox Populi," Forbes (31 January 2018)

* Goodwin, Morgenstein Fuerst, and Singh, "Public Scholarship and Representation,"
Keeping It 101: A Killjoy's Introduction to Religion Podcast (27 January 2021)

e McGregor, "Podcasting, Public Scholarship,_and Accountability," Secret Feminist Agenda
(23 November 2017)

* Pryal, "Ten Questions Every Academic Should Ask before Writing for the Public,”
Chronicle of Higher Education (1 December 2019)

REWARDS, RISKS,
& RESPONSIBILITIES

What's at stake in sharing your work with the public
From Sacred Writes

e Junior, "Saying All Black Lives Matter Matters," DAME
(22 June 2020)

* Rodriguez V, "Comida de Pobre," HT/ Open Plaza
(20 March 2020)

® Singh, Sundaram et al, "Hindutva's Threat to Academic Freedom,"
Religion News Service (7 July 2021)

Further Reading

e Cottom, "Everything but the Burden," Some of Us Are Brave (12 May 2015)

e Truschke, "Hate Male," The Revealer (14 June 2020)
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https://www.wihe.com/article-details/200/public-scholarship-as-a-feminist-project/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b64bedbd274cbfa750ec7ba/t/6298ec19727b0c2d60165145/1654189081761/Training+Public+Scholars+from+a+Social+Distance+ntlf.pdf
https://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/challenges-and-responsibilities-for-the-public-scholar-of-religion/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2018/01/31/vox-populi-tips-for-academics-transitioning-to-public-scholarship/?sh=7b275d9e1a60
https://keepingit101.buzzsprout.com/810974/7386313-public-scholarship-and-representation
https://secretfeministagenda.com/2017/11/23/bonus-episode-podcasting-public-scholarship-and-accountability/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/10-questions-every-academic-should-ask-before-writing-for-the-public/
https://www.damemagazine.com/2020/06/22/saying-all-black-lives-matter-matters/
https://www.htiopenplaza.org/content/comida-de-pobre
https://religionnews.com/2021/07/07/hindutvas-threat-to-academic-freedom/
https://tressiemc.com/uncategorized/everything-but-the-burden-publics-public-scholarship-and-institutions/
https://therevealer.org/hate-male/
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RETHINKING EXPERTISE

You don't have to know everything to say something

From Sacred Writes

e Aghapour, Goodwin, and Morgenstein Fuerst, "Night at the
Museum," Keeping It 101: A Killjoy's Introduction to Religion
Podcast (11 May 2022)

e Epstein-Levi, "How Ancient Rabbis Can Help Combat STI
Stigma,” Religion Dispatches (26 August 2019)

e Petersen, "How 9/11 Helped China Wage Its Own False War
on Terror," Al Jazeera (8 September 2021)

Further Reading

e Cottom, “Your Success Probably Didn't Come from Merit Alone,” New York Times (13 April 2021)

* Pryal, “You Want to Write for the Public,_but about What?" Chronicle of Higher Education (10 January 2020)

COMMUNICATING
WITH THE PUBLIC

Getting your message across
From Sacred Writes

* Baker, “Writing for a Public Audience,” Cold Takes
(31 July 2019)

* Baker, "How to Craft a Pitch,” Chronicle of Higher Education
(7 June 2017)

* Goodwin, "The University of Vermont Might Be Done with
Religion,_but Religion Is Not Done with Us," Religion
Dispatches (7 December 2020)

Further Reading

e Herrera, "How to Successfully Pitch the New York Times,” Neiman Lab (22 October 2018)



https://keepingit101.buzzsprout.com/810974/10562385-field-trip-night-at-the-museum
https://religiondispatches.org/how-ancient-rabbis-can-help-us-combat-sti-stigma/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/9/8/how-9-11-helped-china-wage-its-own-false-war-on
https://sacred-writes.squarespace.com/s/Opinion-_-Your-Success-Probably-Didnt-Come-From-Merit-Alone-The-New-York-Times.pdf
https://sacred-writes.squarespace.com/s/You-Want-to-Write-for-the-Public-but-About-What_.pdf
http://www.kellyjbaker.com/writing-for-a-public-audience/
https://sacred-writes.squarespace.com/s/How-to-Craft-a-Pitch.pdf
https://religiondispatches.org/the-university-of-vermont-might-be-done-with-religion-but-religion-isnt-done-with-us/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2018/10/how-to-successfully-pitch-the-new-york-times-or-well-anyone-else/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2018/10/how-to-successfully-pitch-the-new-york-times-or-well-anyone-else/

OP-EDS AND EXPLAINERS

Inform, persuade, analyze, and re-frame the conversation

From Sacred Writes

® Bucar, "Dear Nancy Pelosi and the Democrats: A Hijab is Not a Hat,” Religion News Service
(3 January 2019)

e (Clites, "The Problem with Spotlights," The Revealer (2 March 2020)

e Gomez, "Postapocalyptic Communities," The Revealer (9 March 2021)

* Goodwin, "Abuse Happens Because We Let It,” Sojourners (7 July 2020)

* Jalalzai, "Please Stop Using Islam to Critique the Abortion Ban," Religion Dispatches
(3 September 2021)

* Pratt, "Eollowing Attempted Coup, Biden Administration Must Prioritize Anti-Racism Work,"
National Catholic Reporter (8 January 2021)

e Ugoretz, "The Untidiness of Marie Kondo's Eclectic Spirituality," Religion News Service
(3 August 2021)
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https://religionnews.com/2019/01/03/dear-nancy-pelosi-and-the-democrats-a-hijab-is-not-a-hat/
https://therevealer.org/the-problem-with-spotlights-rethinking-our-response-to-clergy-sexual-abuse/
https://therevealer.org/postapocalyptic-communities-tribal-and-religious-organizations-respond-to-covid-19/
https://sojo.net/articles/abuse-happens-because-let-it-Menlo-Park-John-Ortberg-Lavery
https://religiondispatches.org/please-stop-using-islam-to-critique-the-abortion-ban-it-simply-excuses-the-very-christian-very-white-roots-of-anti-choice-movements/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/following-attempted-coup-biden-administration-must-prioritize-anti-racism-work
https://religionnews.com/2021/08/02/the-untidiness-of-marie-kondos-eclectic-spirituality/

SACRED WRITES PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP SYLLABUS

SOCIAL MEDIA

Making the most of your network

From Sacred Writes

¢ Hill and Rodriguez, "Dreams and Hauntings," Sound of the Genuine
(29 April 2022)

Further Reading

e Demby, “If and When to Share Videos of Violence,” NPR
(12 May 2020)

* Inskeep, "A Finder's Guide to Facts,” NPR (11 December 2016)

* Jackson, “We Need to Talk about Digital Blackface,” Teen Vogue
(2 August 2017)

e Ketchum, "Report on the State of Resources Provided to Support Scholars against
Harassment, Trolling,_and Doxxing While Doing Public Media Work," Medium (14 july 2020)

e Kozinski and Kapur, “Social Media Security & Privacy Checklists,” New York Times Open Team
(27 February 2020)

e Williams, “Eorget Platform — Build a Bridge,” Brevity (26 May 2020)

AUDIO & VIDEO WORK

What to expect when you're expecting an interview
From Sacred Writes

e Britton with Goodwin and Morgenstein Fuerst,
"African Diasporic Religions," Keeping It 107 (29 September 2021)

* FElfenbein, "Combatting Islamophobia in the US,"
The Revealer Podcast (1 December 2021)

* Gerber, "The Pink and Purple Church in the Castro,"
American Religious Sounds Project (June 2021)

e Mansour, "Catholic Libraries, Muslim Books," Classical Ideas
(20 November 2021)

e Scharnik-Udemans, "Religious Pluralism in South Africa,"
Classical Ideas (13 November 2021)

Further Listening

* McGregor, “Living a Feminist Life with Sara Ahmed,” Secret Feminist Agenda (3 May 2019)



https://open.spotify.com/episode/3MAfM9zmwCjc5BBsW9mW32?si=mAYFJoqJRf--THlZQGnfaw&context=spotify%3Ashow%3A3b4sS6tuq9rDi5YNYFQEss&nd=1
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/12/854363863/larger-conversation-if-and-when-to-share-videos-of-violence
https://www.npr.org/2016/12/11/505154631/a-finders-guide-to-facts
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/digital-blackface-reaction-gifs
https://medium.com/@alexandraketchum/report-on-the-state-of-resources-provided-to-support-scholars-against-harassment-trolling-and-401bed8cfbf1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ud1ILFkIG0BeLX9jlzJMxCPm8-cSeqPjU60nkhUPYA8/edit
https://brevity.wordpress.com/2020/05/26/forget-platform-build-a-bridge/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/combating-islamophobia-in-america/id1497578518?i=1000543670723
http://arspgallery.com/mccsf-table-contents/
https://classicalideaspodcast.libsyn.com/ep-225-catholic-library-muslim-books-wna-mansour
https://classicalideaspodcast.libsyn.com/ep-224-religious-pluralism-in-south-africa-wdr-lee-scharnick-udemans
https://secretfeministagenda.com/2019/05/03/episode-3-28-living-a-feminist-life-with-sara-ahmed/
https://keepingit101.com/e402
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