
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUIDE TO LIVETWEETING 
 
What is Live-Tweeting? 
 
Live-tweeting is your chance to offer thoughtful, directed commentary on an event (panel, 
debate, film, lecture, etc.) as it is happening in real time.   
 
Why Live-Tweet? 
 
This is a way to involve more people in important events that not everyone can access 
(conferences, keynote addresses, and the like).  You also have access to the real-time reactions 
of your colleagues and other folks following the conversation.   
 

 
DOs AND DON’Ts OF LIVE TWEETING 

 
 

DO 
 

 
DON’T 

 
 
CITE YOUR SOURCES   
@ the speaker if they have a twitter handle 
(and if they’ve consented to be LT-ed); last 
name if no handle’s available. 

 
MANIPULATE, MISQUOTE, MISATTRIBUTE 
It can be hard to get full quotes in 280 
characters. Paraphrasing is perfectly 
acceptable; paraphrasing so much that the 
meaning is lost, altered, or wrong is a problem. 
 

 
USE THE HASHTAG   
 
Conferences and events often have a 
promoted hashtag. Use it! That’s how other 
attendees are participating; the hashtag 
makes you part of the conversation.   
 

 
AUTO-RESPOND 
 
Your tweets should be thoughtful and scholarly.  
Irreverent is okay; disrespectful is not.  Make 
sure your response is adding substance to the 
conversation.   
 

 
LISTEN CAREFULLY 
 
Accuracy matters, so pay attention. 
Paraphrases are perfectly acceptable, but 
make sure you’re representing the author’s 
intent and purpose. 

 
ROBO-TWEET 
 
Don’t focus so hard on tweeting that you’re 
missing the event.  You’re not a court reporter; 
you’re a scholar interacting with the speaker 
and the audience.  React, interpret, and report.  
You do not have to tweet the whole 
presentation to participate or be engaged. 
 

 
RESPOND THOUGHTFULLY 
 
Whenever possible, relate your observations 
to pertinent scholarship.  How does your 
expertise help you understand the event?  
What can you add to this conversation for 
folks who don’t have your training? 
 
 

 
BE A HATER 
 
This should go without saying, but the internet 
can be an ugly place. Do not insult the speaker 
or their argument. Disagree? Awesome! Do so 
respectfully by asking questions, posing other 
facts or rebuttals. Also, don’t make fun of 
someone’s PowerPoint, clothing, hair, etc.  And 
if someone is ugly to you, don’t engage: block.   
 


